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Phone:   07 4935 7125 
Fax:  07 4935 7026 
Email:   admin@duaringass.eq.edu.au 
Web Site:  www.duaringass.eq.edu.au 

 
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER ITEMS IS MIDDAY FRIDAY 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
What a week it was last week.  I hope you all 
received some well needed rain and that all 
those rain water tanks and dams are now full.  
We received just short of 7 inches here at 
school.  That will no doubt keep our 
Groundsperson very busy over the coming 
weeks. 
 
Student Council elections were held last Friday.  
I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate the following students who will be 
representing their grade at the fortnightly 
meetings: 
 
Prep:   Georgia  
Year 1: Mikealy  
Year 2: Lane  
Year 3: April  
Year 4: Kate  
Year 5: Bill 
Year 6:  Patrick  
Year 7:  Robert  
 
A formal swearing in Parade will be held in the 
coming weeks.  More information will be sent 
out in a separate letter. 
 
Reflection 
Last Friday 13 February was the first 
anniversary of the Prime Minister’s Apology to 
Australia’s Indigenous Peoples. The following 
is an extract from this Apology: 
I move: 
That today we honour the Indigenous peoples 
of this land, the oldest continuing cultures in 
human history… 
We, apologise for the laws and policies of 
successive Parliaments and governments that 
have inflicted profound grief, suffering and 
loss on these our fellow Australians… 
We the Parliament of Australia respectfully 
request that this apology be received in the 
spirit in which it is offered as part of the 
healing of the nation. 

For the future we take heart; resolving that 
this new page in the history of our great 
continent can now be written… 
A future where all Australians, whatever their 
origins, are truly equal partners, with equal 
opportunities and with an equal stake in 
shaping the next chapter in the history of this 
great country, Australia. 
 
Finally, I would like to end by expressing our 
heartfelt sorrow and condolences to the fire 
victims of Victoria and the flood victims in 
Queensland. Our prayers and thoughts are with 
them and their families in this terrible tragedy.    
 
Over the coming weeks our Student Council will 
be holding fundraisers to help contribute to 
those in need.  We look forward to your support. 
 
Finally, last week I sent home a letter addressed 
to all Year 3, 5 and 7 students from the 
Queensland Premier, Ms Anna Bligh. The letter 
outlined the new information that is available to 
parents on the Queensland Studies Authority 
Website:  http://www.qsa.qld.edu.au/index.html . 
Very shortly all students in Years 3, 5 and 7 will 
sit ‘practice’ tests which will prepare the children 
for the upcoming 3, 5 and 7 National Testing, 
which will be held on the 12th – 14th May (the 
week after Beef Week). Parents, I’d like to 
strongly encourage you to have a look at the 
QSA website as it contains many tips, lessons 
and activities that you can work with your child 
at.  If you are unable to access this site let me 
know and I shall organise to print off the relevant 
material for you. 
 
Have a great week! 
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Meeting 
Don’t’ forget our first meeting for the year to be 
held this Thursday 19 February.   Items for the 
agenda include: 

·  Community Gaming Fund submissions 
for a new double shed and pop up 
watering system around the school 

·  AOP ideas/suggestions for 2009 
·  Community Partnership funding for a 

program called ‘Our Place Our Future’ 
 
Uniforms 
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Weekly Awards 
 

Prep – Year 4 Student of the Week  
awards this week goes to Matthew for a great 
effort with his letter formation. 

 
Year 4-7 Student of the Week  awards 

this week goes to: Crystal for a great work 
effort and early completion of homework, 

Bill for his good use of description in 
narrative writing, 

Harris for working efficiently, and  
Caitlin for her neat presentation of all 

work. 
�

The ‘FAH Award’  this week goes to  
��������������	�����	
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In the P-4 Classroom 
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In the 4-7 Classroom 
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Library Happenings 

 
Children learn about the value and importance 
of reading as they watch their family reading 
and writing in everyday life. When we read a 
novel, share a story, use a recipe, make a 
shopping list, write a birthday card or read a 
street sign, children observe the value of 
reading and writing.�
��
How you can help your child with reading 
 
To get your child interested in reading, it’s 
important to vary the books you read together 
and to talk about the types of material you 
read each day. 
 
Our school encourages parents to work with 
us to develop children’s reading skills. Here 
are a few tips to get you started: 
 

·  play number plate games in the car 
by looking at different number plates 
and making sentences starting with 
the same letters 

·  encourage children to re-tell stories 
they have read and to share these 
stories with other family members 

·  when reading to your child, stop and 
ask “what do you think will happen 
next?” and occasionally ask “why do 
you think the author included that 
part in the story?” to ensure they 
understand what they are reading 

·  if your child makes a mistake when 
they read aloud, give them time to 
correct the mistake themselves. 

 
For more information about how you can help 
your child with reading visit: 
www.education.qld.gov.au/parents/map/ 
�
�  
Thanks 
Mrs Harris 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 What’s Healthy! 
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What’s On!  

 
Playgroup  

Playgroup runs every Tuesday 
from 9:30 am to 12:00 noon, in 
the Duaringa SS EEC building.  
We look forward to seeing 
many new faces this year.   
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Newsletter Deadline  
Whilst we love to have community information included 
in our newsletter, we do have to stick to a deadline.  We 
do our very best to keep things up to date. However, if 
details are sent in after the deadline we can only include 
them in the following weeks’ newsletter.  All messages 
must be written in detail .  These can be faxed or 
emailed to us. The deadline for our newsletter is 
midday Friday .  You can write, fax or email items you 
would like included in the newsletter to: Fax:  49357026 
or email:  the.principal@duaringass.eq.edu.au 

�
 

 
 
18th February Book Club Due 
1st March Duaringa Pony Club Rally  
5th March Yr 7 Leadership Course 
13th March Arts Council 
3rd April End of Term BBQ 
6th April Incentive Day – 

‘Capricorn Caves’ 
8th April Inter-house Swimming 

Carnival 
9th April Last Day of Term One 
10th April Good Friday 
12th April Easter 
13th April Easter Monday 
20th April Student Free Day 
21st April First Day of Term Two 
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Learning Network Queensland 

Adult Community Education Programs 
including 

Ebay, Stockmarket, Skype and other programs 
are available to community areas throught 
Queensland via linked-learning.   

Cheesemaking also to be offered to some 
areas. 

For further details please contact Learning 
Network Queensland ph 4936 4068 or visit the 
Adult Community Education website 
www.LNQace.com :Linked Learning” section. 

 Coconet Classic 2009-  

Easter weekend April 8th – 12th will see the 
annual Coconet Classic put central Qld on the 
map. Hosting the Australian Kiteboarding 
Championships, one of the largest 
Skate/Scooter/BMX competitions in Qld, 
family days and beach markets. For sporting 
registration forms head to 
www.coconetclassic.net.au 
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For Information, to RSVP, or to see a 
Catalogue: 

 
Stephanie Seeds 

Tupperware Demonstrator 
Phone … 4935 7215 

 
 

Bingo at Dingo 
Bingo will be held on Thursday 19th 

February  at the Dingo Pub 
commencing at 7:00pm 

 

Duaringa State School 
Pool Maintenance/ 

Pool Groundsperson 
A vacancy exists for a Pool 

Maintenance/Groundsperson from Term 1 
2009 for 10 hours/week 

With a salary of between $22.30 and $24.20 
per hour.  Application  

Packages can be collected from the school 
office or by phoning (07) 49357 125 

 
Applications close on Wednesday 18th 

February 2009 
 

 and 
should be addressed to: 

The Principal 
Duaringa SS 

PO Box 6 
Duaringa Q 4712 

Applications will remain currant for 12 
months. 

Education Queensland is and Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

A non smoking policy operates in all 
government Buildings
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